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Introduction
Visual art is used by artists to tell stories. Whether the artist is trying to convey a political message, a historical story, or just share a beautiful scene, each work is unique in its approach. The “Madonnas of the Prairie” exhibit offers students the opportunity to study the history of women’s experiences in the American West, their varied roles and responsibilities, and their significance to western art and culture.

It is important to encourage students to look deeply into historical representations and to obtain a more personal connection with people and events for better retention of material. This activity encourages students to choose a favorite painting and describe how it speaks to them individually, define the period, and compare or contrast the past to the present. There are only right answers in this exercise and the students are encouraged to learn about the significant impact of women on the frontier from the late nineteenth century to present day. 

Objective
Students will develop a deeper understanding and appreciation for historical art and achieve a better understanding of the impact of women on the American West between the nineteenth century and present day. 

Content Standards
Oklahoma Common Core State Standards for Visual Arts, 2014-2015 and writing literacy in History/Social Studies.

Grades: 7-8
Visual Art
Standard 1: 1 Presenting
1 - Compare and contrast works, which are similar or different in expressive quality, composition, and style.
Standard 2: 2 Responding
2 - Identify and be familiar with a range of art works, identifying artist, culture, and style from an historical context.
Standard 4: 1-3 Connecting
1 - Demonstrate appropriate behavior while attending a visual art exhibition in a museum or art gallery
2 – Demonstrate respect for personal artwork and the artwork of others.
3 – Make learning connections between visual art and other disciplines, such as mathematics, science, English Language Arts, social studies, and media arts.

Grades: High School
Visual Art
Standard 1: 1 Presenting
1 – Compare and contrast works which are similar or different in expressive quality, composition, and style.
Standard 2: 7 Responding
7 – Proficient: 
Understand the role of visual arts in United States history
Advanced: 
Interpret the role of visual arts in United States history from a cultural, and/or historical perspective.
Standard 4: 1-2, 5 Connecting
1 – Proficient: 
Demonstrate appropriate behavior while attending a visual art exhibition in a museum or art gallery.
Advanced: 
Understand the collaborative relationship between cultural art organizations, and the citizens they serve.
2 – Proficient: 
Demonstrate respect for personal artwork and the artwork of others.
Advanced:
Create a personal artistic style in the development of a portfolio of personal artwork.
4- Proficient:
Make learning connections between visual art and other disciplines, such as mathematics, science, English Language Arts, social studies, and media arts.
Advanced:
Understand how knowledge gained in other disciplines of learning can lead to the creative resolution of design challenges in the visual arts.

Materials Needed
· Notebook and sketch paper
· Pencil
· Exercise worksheet

Preparation
· Copy the exercise worksheet on page 9 for each student.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Have the students bring a pencil and notebook/sketchbook.

Lesson Activities
Part I– Pre-Visit – in the classroom
· Preview and discuss the included images from Madonnas of the Prairie 
· Review vocabulary terms on pages 7-8.

Part II – Visit to the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum
· Provide worksheet to students and have them choose a favorite work of art from Madonnas of the Prairie to answer the questions.

Part III – Post Visit – in the classroom
· Discuss student answers from the worksheet.
· Have each student present their creation to the class and have them answer:
· Why did they select their artwork? What stood out to them?
· Did the artist use a special technique or element that made it stand out?
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FRANK SCHOONOVER (1877-1972)
Mort Rode Forth Boldly toward the Sod House circa 1926
Oil on canvas, 26 x 36 in.
Delaware Art Museum,
Gift of Mrs. Harald de Rapp, 1971


Discussion questions:

Describe the landscape.

What is this woman doing?

How is she interacting with the landscape?

Are there any visual clues to tell you about the time period?
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         PERCY VAN EMAN IVORY (1883-1960)
        Madonna of the Prairie circa 1922
        Oil on canvas, 38 x 27 in.
        Private Collection


Discussion questions:

What do you think this woman is thinking?

What is this artist trying to tell you?

Are there any visual clues to tell you about the time period?
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GRACE CARPENTER HUDSON (1865-1937)
The Feast 1913
Oil on canvas, 24 x 18 in.
Trails End Collection, Van Kirke and Helen
Nelson, Kalispell, Montana


Discussion questions:

Describe the landscape.

What activity is the subject performing?

Contrast this activity to modern times.

Why do you think the artist has entitled this painting The Feast?

[bookmark: h.gjdgxs]Vocabulary
American West	region compromising the westernmost states of the United States – everything west of the Mississippi

Asymmetry	a balance of parts on opposite sides of a perceived midline, giving the appearance of equal visual weight

Authentic		real or genuine, not copied or false

Background		the most distant part of a scene

Color	the visual sensation dependent on the reflection or absorption of light, from a given surface

Composition	the organization of elements in a work of art

Culture	the beliefs, customs, arts, etc. or a particular group in a particular place and time

Domesticity		life inside a home 

Foreground		the nearest part of a scene

Frontier		distant areas where few people live

Geography		the natural features of a place

Horizon		a view of a section of countryside

Imagination	the ability to imagine things that are not real; the ability to think of new things

Isolation		the state of being in a place or situation that is separate from others

Landscape	an area of land that has a particular quality or appearance; a particular area of activity

Madonna	The Virgin Mary, a statue representing the Virgin Mary or in lowercase, an Italian title of formal address to a woman

Mood	the state of mind or feeling, communicated in a work of art, frequently through color

Native American	a member of any of the first groups of people living in the US

Participants		a person who is involved in an activity or event

Prairie		a large open area of grassland especially in the Mississippi Valley

Reflection		a consideration of some subject matter, idea, or purpose

Spectators		a person who watches an event, game, show, activity

Style			the characteristic expression of an individual artist

Territory		one of the parts of a the United States that is not a state

Traditional	a way of thinking, behaving, or doing something that has been used by the people in a particular group, family, society, etc… for a long time

Wilderness		a wild and natural area in which few people live

































Activity Questions – Madonnas of the Prairie

1.	What is the title of the artwork you chose?



2.	Who is the artist?



3.	What do you think the subject is thinking? 



4.	What is the subject doing?



5.	What is the artist is trying to convey?



6.	Describe the landscape.



7.	Is the subject in a traditional or non-traditional role?



8.	Does the subject have an effect on the landscape around them? How?



9.	What date would you guess the scene to be from? Research on the internet to prove your guess and document the website address and name.



10.	What would be different in modern times or are things the same today as they are in the painting or photograph?



11.	Is the painting authentic or imaginary? Why?



12. 	Prepare a poem, story, song or your own artwork based on this painting and present to the class.

Web Resource Links
Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History – Free account if K-12 teacher or student:
http://www.gilderlehrman.org

Library of Congress - Exploring Contexts: Migrant Mother:
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/128_migm.html

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/awhhtml/awpnp6/migrant_mother.html 

The J. Paul Getty Museum – The Migrant and Immigrant Experience:
http://www.getty.edu/education/teachers/classroom_resources/curricula/dorothea_lange/lange_lesson11.html 

Library of Congress: American Women 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/awhhtml/awtoc.html

The Autry Museum: Women of the West:
http://theautry.org/research/women-of-the-west

Charles Redd Center Lesson Plan– Women of the 19th Century Western Prairie/Karie Lynch:
https://reddcenter.byu.edu/Pages/K-12LessonPlans.aspx

National Women’s & History Museum: Education & Resources:
http://www.nwhm.org/about-nwhm/

Women’s History Matters – Montana
http://montanawomenshistory.org

Lesson Plan: Pioneer Women & The American Frontier/Frances E. Jetyck:
https://www.chatham.edu/pti/curriculum/units/2005/Jetcyk.pdf
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Madonnas of the Prairie – Depictions of Women in the American West is an exhibition organized by the Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum, Canyon, Texas, on view at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum February 13 – May 10, 2015.

(Cover Left) Philip R. Goodwin (1881-1935). The Cowgirl Takes the Lead. 1910. Oil on canvas, 24 x 36 in. Private Collection.

(Cover Center) William Henry Dethlef Koerner (1873-1938). He’s a Professional Gunfighter. His Job is Shooting People. 1909. Oil on canvas, 30 x 24 in. Panhandle-Plains Historical Museum. Purchase funded by the Ralph H. and Ruth J. McCullough Foundation in memory of Bill Foran: Mert and Betty Cooper; Bob and Nancy Josserand; George and Jane Arrington; Lois K. Hull; Sterling Adams and Mary Bearden; Robbin and Alice Dawson; Bob and Lanna Hatton; J. B. Lane; and George and Janie Prichard.

(Cover Right) Remington Schuyler (1884-1955). Untitled [Madonna of the Windmill]. circa 1915. Oil on canvas, 39 5/8 x 26 5/8 in. Panhandle-Plans Historical Museum, Bugbee-Reaugh Acquisition Fund purchase.
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