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Celebrate the Food and History of the American West  

at the 31st Annual Chuck Wagon Festival 
Family-friendly Memorial Day festival links community to the American West. 

 
OKLAHOMA CITY – Families and foodies alike will delight at the 31st Annual 
Chuck Wagon Festival, a celebration of Western and Native American 
history, art and cuisine for all ages held at the National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., May 28 & 29.  
 
“Our annual Chuck Wagon festival, now in its 31st year, has become a family 
tradition where we gather to celebrate the West,” Natalie Shirley, Museum 
President and CEO said. “This year, guests can expect to see both old and 
new traditions come together for an immersive, weekend-long experience 
that we are so excited to host at our Museum.” 

Returning for the second year, Native American food samples will be 
available at this year’s festival in Liichokoshkomo’, the Museum’s interactive 
outdoor addition showcasing the diversity of the west with intertribal native 
dwellings, a pioneer village and interactive natural history features. Visitors 
can chat with the chef and learn more about the histories and traditions of 
Native foods. Chuck Wagon cooks, several of whom are long-time festival 
participants, will travel from around Oklahoma and surrounding states to 
provide visitors with a taste of traditional cowboy cooking.  
 
Visitors can also enjoy artisan demonstrations, a petting zoo, archery, hands-
on craft stations and more. Back by popular demand are activities and 
demonstrations like ropemaking, flint knapping, painting, basket weaving, 
quilting and more. This year’s festivities will also feature a Native American 
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Hunters Camp with re-enactors in period 1700s-era clothing and a dugout 
canoe demonstration, both new additions to Chuck Wagon. 

Live entertainment at the event will include country and western dancing, live 
music performed by Rodeo Opry, on-stage Western reenactors. For the first 
time this year, the Museum education team will help families build a model of 
Prosperity Junction, The Cowboy’s old west town, entirely out of Legos.  

Admission is $15 per person and free for Museum members and children 12 
and under. For the first time this year, tickets are available to purchase in 
advance online at nationalcowboymuseum.org/chuckwagon. 
 
Family memberships for the Museum start at $65 for a family of four. Families 
may purchase a Membership and enjoy the festival for free. Foster families 
can attend for free thanks to the Arnall Family Foundation. All crafts and 
activities are free with admission, except food from The Museum Grill and 
souvenirs from The Museum Store.  
 
Follow the Cowboy Museum blog at nationalcowboymuseum.org/blog for 
updates, western recipes, cooking tips and the history of cooking on the 
range.  
 
The Dogwood Foundation returns as the presenting sponsor for the event. 
Other event sponsors include Shawnee Milling Company, Ben E. Keith Foods, 
P&K Equipment and Schwab Meat Co. 

### 
 
About the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum 
The National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City is 
America’s premier institution of Western history, art and culture. Founded in 
1955, the Museum collects, preserves and exhibits an internationally 
renowned collection of Western art and artifacts while sponsoring dynamic 
educational programs to stimulate interest in the enduring legacy of the 
American West. The Museum is located only six miles northeast of downtown 
Oklahoma City at 1700 Northeast 63rd Street. For more information, visit 
nationalcowboymuseum.org.  
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